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PREFACE.

From the observation and experience of more than nine years
devoted esclusively to the study of electricity and the treatment
of diseases upon. ifs principles, during which time its effects,
when differently employed, have been wiinessed upon more than
etghl thousand individuals, the anthor of the following pages
has found, or thinks he has found, that this hitherto mysterious
agent” possesses much more mmportant relations than have been
usually assigned to if. IHis own study and experiments, together
with much useful information derived from others, have enabled
him to present it in what appears to him to be its proper con-
nection with the other elements which constitute the material
aniverse—its oflice therein—its 1&[‘13'siological relations, and
something of its practical advantages in the treatment of discases,

He regrets exceedingly that the duties of his profession prevent
his giving a more extensive treatise upon the subject, ang that
what is presented is but s0 inperfectly prepared.  As his ohject,
however, is the promotion of truth, and the cultivation of g
more consistent system of practice, founded upon principles more
intimately connected with the eclements of life, rather than the
cultivation of the flowers of Iiterature, if he suceeeds in making
himself understood, he will be satisfind, N

It affords him pleasure to know, that other and more lﬁi‘_{hiy

minds are laboring in the same field—that since he has beeq

attempting to glean up the seattered fragments of trut) which
tn

those who commenced the work before him let fall, and tq redl
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them to a system, others, and {hoge better
work, have tureqd their at

Besides different jnasy n country who have lent
the suh:]ect their aid, he might present the names of many of the
most gigantic mingg ;

] ; 1 Buropean countries,
Since most of the follow

£ Ing pages were prepared, and a part o
;’mn:ﬁ n type, he has heey much pleased tq find copied into the
1Ied_1cal Journal of anton & very valuable lecture Lleli"“;"re(1
éﬁf{;l‘? the Royal COHEge of Physicians n London, by J- &
a; e. ey, M. D., Cantap, &c., in which the subject is involveds
and to a very great extent Presented ip {},
he has heen accustomeq e
Past, in Boston gnq elsewhere
fmost earnestly desires ¢y
fecting

prepared for the
tention to the same field of research
iduals i our ogw

¢ o aoen walich
same light in whit
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hat he the profession in P
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The physiological 1'c]atio1?s of clectricity, with its lu_,sih:lL t}lnz

i nt of diseases, to which I have scen fit to apply te
e tal and physical, are best understood by consider-
Ielect-lm-P&thy’ mctl‘l l “ith 1t.l1e more ponderable elements with which
ing it 1n connee .10111 Ll their organism and decomposition, and the
e e mquam}-e( H:?nwg in p;oducing and curing disease. IFor
mﬂHG‘EECC - 51-16 lﬂtceillil?c;lt naturalists, philosophers and physicians
SETIHIIE, GA2 m'% to trace out the various constituents of matter,
hz:n-'e bcel-l ]:1-1301'11;02;1 and physiological relations, that the effects of
w1h¥1 thee c]fejn th artifieial changes may become palpable. These
their mef ‘m-ue' suceessful in a high degree. The pathology of
o ]}&VGIIJCC]O; been well established, their speeifies are lnawn,
many disemc‘s tlcl ; perfect system of medical science exists., But
and {?Dmpmé-?ﬂi assertion, that that science is heyond the reach
none il ha-zimt | ]:1; ‘;;vory land, its real friends, and the friends of
of lmp}lwcu{(’n f‘i]_}_ eager to seize upon every rational opportunity to
- me‘ > o ‘ta]jm, foundation of the healing art.
pariect the Sc.iem.b;ﬁf this desire in common with others, and for

o OT;COEDOB;ESZEH{.L-HHIMBg to so noble an olbjeet, these lingy are
the purpos
indifed. S ] success, it hag been my privilege for years, while

1not mtll criuz.;\.-e;bcen engaged with the grosser elements, to
e awm]in;oltxpc‘rhnent with a higher and more powerful agent.
Sguﬂyjlmi;le term may be arbitrary, this agent will he here spoken of
:;Zige;cment’ and such classifications of elements given as will guit

asend Tpose.

my] gli Zz??:;tl‘-;u 1sp the four.th, in our general clagsification of elela'.t Bt
earth, water and air being the first thhrce. The first (.301111}1“1;‘:'&35 all
the solids as they exist, whether organized op unorganized, inert
in motion, animate or inanimate. This element has itg laws, t']-'l'ﬂllgl‘
which, when understood, we can organize or destroy. ESELD]L:IIE'{; of

L
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of the system must be earefully determined, and the canse of disease
wnderstood. Does the system receive its proper. supply of this
elemont of life? Arve cach of the avenues fhrough which it is received
in a healthy state? Js there any l'ocz'ul obstruction to prevent its
action upon any part of the meehanism of the body? Is there any
chemical disturbance in the grosser elements below ? or, is the higher
element, mind, exerting no unf’erch':E-ble influence upon thl.s its con-
neeting link? Before any attempt is made to regulate this element
of vital action
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Many instances are recorded, where the most astonishing results
](;we heen proc’hced b}.r mental impressions alone, hoth in causing
;?;:czf fa[nd 1.n.eff"cctmg their ecure; and in which the relative
fhm‘ . -t.hel l;;?;ii};:e i?:;tilinaﬂm 1\lrital fEmctions, has exceeded
bl o gs. A medical friend upon the western
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in the journals of the day—that he saw a young man in San Iran-
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power, and he who has 1 i
as learned its relative capacity to bear it i
health and disease, determi 'L . hi
oot e g ; mines at onee its true condition. This is
sy 28 best advantages of meechanical electricity.
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i m. d.avms to cure them, must be apparent to all. The whole
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. he : . g 5 HUEy el
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different methods of treating diseases—to speak of E Ll'f;‘) o
rent e ol ng speal he differen
effects of electricity when differently employed, either by mechan f;
o Y . : aniea
meaur?, chemical action, or the influence of the various positive 1
el : ; . e an(
negative remedies at owr command., Neither time nor space 1d
! o ) & ; i WOuLd
permitus the pleasure of so doing, had we the inclinati il
less shall we attempt to illustrate the hest e
it oy rate OTJOaE- method of controling the
tal | cesstons.  To establis n
. sl 1 : . Jl b ‘ -
principles of our practice, with something of L‘il ﬂfe s et
attaches itself to it, i g of the importance that
fJ-E : @ .LD 1t, Is all that has heen anticipated J{) d ev ll is
if we suceeeded but in part, may prove of iucwleul-{ﬂ e ol
who \.‘roum avail themselves of itg advanhge; £ " V_ﬂ-lue il
ness in the use of this agent which is surm el
v: e ‘ ) 2 SUrprising g
Many who consider it unsafe to take op ‘P 1D’md A
! to administer ® 4
most simple nostrums without a thorougl kngwl 111‘5“31 o [
: : . . nwledea of « -
and adaptedness to the case in quos?ion Wm'l‘ldL e
o] ar : & ; e -
powerful agent at the hands of those who 1"110 s
i ik 3 oW nothi
ciples, and are without the least experience in 'Othl
ntmost indifference administer it to thoge D0n -1lts 3
is to be life or death. SR
At the moment of my present writing, 5 highly 1
£ . . s o at i 1 = o ig
respectable lady of Boston mourns the losg of a : e gt i
> . - Hie E
per application, and that, too, by an I, p f‘ e
- ; A D, of u ori
B ilie e, B . ﬂ.much experience ip
T an o 1
! ervons hoadache. She thought ele(‘rh‘icff J suffered from a commgp
1 = - L s g ! reli
family physician, vather than lose pati y t“ ;Juld relieve her, Ier
' : ient, by send;
who understands 168 Use 10 such gngag anilhJ g T i que
ases, said he wo e .
uld apply it himself.

He did so, by placing the conduetoys ey
o= 1 Ber head, wi
a4, with powerful

most
g of its prin-
S:e, or with the
165 application

]Jy itB il BP o=

‘admonish those who jn.'ould

MENTAL AND PHYSICAL ELECTROPATHY. 51

shocks through the brain, which instantly induced congestion, under

which she lingered in agony for a few days, and died! Dany in-
stances of a similar kind have come to 1my Iknowledge, and hence I
foel ealled upon, as one of experience in this system of practice, to
employ an agenb so active and immediate
in its clocts, to exercise care. The faet, that the physician under-
stands the nature of discase and the use of other remedies, is no
evidence that he can advise in the use of this, or much less cmploy
it with success himself. It at present constitutes no part of a medi-
cal education, in those institutions where men are mwetamorphosed
into physicians, and after they leave, of course, they have no occusion
¢0 learn I—and how should they know anything of its use t

attempt the use of drugs and medicines, however well
and their administration, unless they are pleased to
Jionors?” ab some institution, and unite with them
, are denounced as quacks ! If this be quackery
ackery in practice is to attempt the use of any remedy
in the treatment of disease while ignorant of its principles, and with-
standing how to employ it. There may be many quicks in
ho apply the term in theory to others! Bub
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their own murderers, by putting into their hands instruments,
perhaps said to he patented, and approved by the profession, and
the only ones by which any cure was ever effected, with no other
guide than a pamphlet written Dby one entirely ignorant of the prin-
ciples of either cleetricity or disease! As an experienced and wise
surgeon remarked to me upon the subject, (alluding to the sale of
what is now advertised as a ¢ patented battery!””) ¢« We might with
as much propriety, so far as suceess is concerned, put a case of sur-
gieal instruments into the hands of the public indiseriminately, and
advise their use.”

No—until the use of electricity is made a part of a medical
education, and the profession properly instructed as to its applica-
tion, those who would employ it with advantage should seek its use
at the hands of those who can use it understandingly. That time,
we hope, is not distant. There is a veform taking place which,
according to the signs of the times, will establish a new era in medi-
cal practice. The principle of vitality is being better understood—
physicians are learning to control the vital forces by the aid of reme~
dies mild and inoffensive—and there is an independent spirit of
inquiry abroad which will lead to an independent gystem of practice.
In this, men will be judged by their merits, and as all will desire
favor, they will seek it not only in a name or title of honor, hat in a
thorough knowledge of their business. This, to the sufferer, will
indeed be an < age of gold.”



